ENG3UI

Short Stories TEST REVIEW
Please complete the tasks listed below to the best of your ability in order to prepare for your in-class Short Story unit test on Tuesday, February 23rd. 
TASK # 1  (Reading)
Read the following stories from Viewpoints 11: “The Charmer”, “Sunday in the Park”, “Initiation”
TASK #2   (Focusing on one story)
· Next, select one of the short stories you have read that you like the most and read it again.
· As you re-read the selected story, take written notes about the following: the setting (not only the time and place - all 3 types), point of view from which the story is told, the main characters (their distinguishing traits, relevant supporting evidence, and how they are changed by the end of the story), the main conflict, the climax, and when and how the main conflict was resolved.
TASK #4 (Uncovering a Major Theme and Writing a Paragraph Supporting This Theme)
Uncover two or three major themes (main ideas that the story centres around) in the story and select one which you will write about. Practice writing a well-developed paragraph in which you will analyze that theme by using references to characters and events from the story. Follow these guidelines:
a) First make a point-form outline.
b) Write a clear topic sentence in which the main theme will be expressed as a complete thought, and include the title of the story and author.
c) Develop your paragraph by using the “point-proof-explanation” method of paragraph development (PPE). 
d) Include three points, three proofs (three relevant quotations) and three explanations.
e) Observe all MLA format rules (All quotations must be properly referenced.).

f) Identify the speaker and include a proper set-up or context for each quotation.
g) In your explanation portion of the PPE, explain how the quotation you cited proves the point you made.

h) Add a linking word or transitional phrase before each new point (such as: moreover, furthermore, also, likewise, in addition, consequently, subsequently, etc.). Avoid simplistic linking words, such as “firstly”, or “secondly”.
i) End with a good concluding sentence. Wrap up your paragraph by making a link to your topic sentence
j) Include a meaningful title that reflects the theme you discussed.
k) Avoid all use of “I” or “we” statements in formal literary analysis.
l) Avoid contractions (such as ‘isn’t’,’ hasn’t’).
m) Use formal tone and diction (Instead of “kicked out”, use “expelled”; instead of “It turns out..”, use “It results…”).
n) Avoid “if” statements, as you can’t prove these (stick with thing that can be proven).
Remember!    

· Each of the three points must be an argument that supports your theme.

· Incorporate quotations smoothly into your own sentences. Weave a quotation up to four lines long into the sentence that you have started. Never simply “dump” a quotation.
For example: Jack’s negative perception of Greg is evident when Jack exclaims, “Well, he’s

ruining his life!… - if you weren’t so damn lazy” (Friesen 31).
Here are two excellent examples of  topic sentences with three points / arguments:
Theme # 1: Alice Munro’s “Boys and Girls” examines the difficulty of becoming oneself amidst defined gender roles in society.  The narrator’s  struggle to avoid “becoming a girl” proves that one cannot escape the influence of society’s norms, as she tries to hold on to her true self, resists the world of “girls”, but finally finds herself as one of them.  

Theme #2:The struggle to prosper in a harsh environment is the focus of Sinclair Ross’ “The Lamp at Noon”.  The tragic result of Paul and Ellen’s attempt to farm a dustbowl proves that pride inhibits sound judgement, as is evidenced by Paul ruining his future crops for temporary gain, Ellen’s plan for a better life, and Paul’s own self-doubt.

Note that both of these themes are STATEMENTS:

One cannot escape the influence of society’s norms
Pride inhibits sound judgement
*Make sure when identifying themes you are looking for the author’s STATEMENT on a real life issue.  Start with looking at the protagonist’s main problem/conflict, how they approach this/their attitude towards it and how this problem is resolved.

