Macbeth – Act 4 Questions

Act 4, scene 1

Questions:

1. In 4.1.83, Macbeth says he’ll “make assurance double sure.”  What does he mean by this?  How does he plan to do this?

2. How is Macbeth treating the witches in this scene? Provide specific examples. What does this show us about his character?

3. Macbeth asks the witches, “shall Banquo’s issue ever / Reign in this kingdom?” (4.1.102-103).  What do the witches show him as a response?  What does this indicate?

4. Should Macbeth trust the apparitions the witches show him?  Why or why not?

5. What does Macbeth plan to do at the end of this scene?

Quotation Analysis:

1. Macbeth 4.1.138-139

2. Macbeth – 4.1.146-148

Act 4, scene 2

Questions:

1. Lady Macduff says, “when our actions do not / Our fears make us traitors” (4.2.3-4).  Explain what she means and who she is referring to.

2. How does Lady Macduff feel about Macduff leaving for England?  Do you think she’s right? What does this indicate about the state that Scotland is in?

3. What does the murder of Lady Macduff and her son indicate to us about Macbeth?

Act 4, scene 3

Questions:

1. Malcolm tests Macduff by telling him all the things that will make him a bad king.  How does Macduff respond?  What does this indicate to us about Macduff’s character?

2. In 4.3.125-132 Malcolm tells Macduff what his true qualities are.  List 3 of the qualities he gives and explain why this would make him a good king.

3. How does Macduff respond to the news that his family has been killed?

4. After Macduff finds out about the death of his family, Malcolm tells him to “Dispute it like a man” (4.3.219).  What does Macduff say in response?  How is this a different view of manliness than we have seen so far in the play?

